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LIFE  AND  DEATH 


FAIR 

Rosamond 


CONCUBINE  TO 
King  Henry  the  Second ; 
WHO  WAS 

Poisoned  by  Queen  Eleanor 
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THERE  tyrupg  from  toe  ancient 
and.  mod  noble  houfe  of  the 
Cliffords,  a  damfel  named  Rosamond, 
daughter  to  the  fiord  Walter  Clifford. 
Her  beauty  was  couched  under  lier 
name.  She  f  wa^  'N,afuyeX. .  mafjeiv, 


::2&~ 


piece,  and  one  of  the  faireft  rofes  that 
ever  fiourifhed  upon  the  earth. 

This  lady  as  the  grew  in  years  grew 
in  favour  each  year,  adding  to  her 
great  perfections.  And  having  attai¬ 
ned  unto  fome  years,  Fame  carried 
ner  praife  into  foreign  places,  where¬ 
by  the  was  not  only  the  common  dif- 
courfe  of  our  nation,  but  the  table  talk 
of  remote  countries. 

One  things,  as- being  the  fhort  way 
of  giving  6 u*  waders  a  Iketch  of  her 
matchlefs  beauty  and  whith  very  much 
tended  to  the  ruin  of  Rofamond,  we 

mufl  not  omit : - -Once,  when  King 

Henry  androne  of  his  courtiers  were 
together,  the  King  taking  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  commend  ^ith  more  than 
ordinary  heat  one  of  ,the  court,  the 
coutier  told  him,  He  thought  he  had 
praifed  her  more  than  her  perfections 
dyferved  ;  but  that  he  had  neice, 
whofe  beauty  was  peeijefs ;  and  then  - 
begun  to  talk  of  heijas  theinoft  beaur 
tiful  of  the  creation,  telling  the  King 
that  her  eyes  fparkled  like  two  twin 
tiars,  her  forehead  was  like  a  heaven  of 
chryftal,  her  eye-broWs  flione  like  jet*1 


a  fprig  of  rofes  and  lilies  were  in  her 
cheeks  fo  mixed  that  Nature  never 
before  made  fo  fair  a  mixture  of  red 
and  white. 

To  be  brief,  he  told  the  King  fhe 
was  Nature’s  mafter-piece,  whp,  when 
'fhe  had  made  her,  cried,  ‘  A  lucky  Kit, 
and  threw  away  the  mould,  that  none 
fo  lovely  and  charming  might  come 
after,  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  mankind, 
and  wound  their  hearts.’  The  king1, 
hearing  this  relation,  could  not  but 
fmile  with,  joy,  and  demanded  of  him 
in  what  corner  of  the.  earth  fo  fine  a 
beauty,  could  be  hid.  At  this  thh 
courtier  perceived  he  had  gone  tod,  f^r 
as  the  King  began  to  be  enamoured 
at  the  bate  report  would  Have  drawn 
hi^brd^  in  a£ain,  telling  the  King  hb 
hb  had  niadpthis  report  only"  to  fet 
forth  a  ^erfe6l'beauty  to  the  life.  But 
the  Kihg  perceiving  by  the  coolnefs 
of  the'reply,'  there  was  mpre  than  or¬ 
dinary  in  it  dhffered  Him  to  fpeak  ‘the 
truth,'1  and  J  the  1  courier  fearing  the 
Kin'g’s  difpleafure,  plainly  faid.  There 
is  a  lady,  daughter  to  Walter  Lord 
Clifford,  ofwhom  many  noble  perfons 


have  been  enarmoured,  arid  have  fought 
her  in  marriage,  but  have  been  denied 
on  account  of  her  tender  years.,  .  , 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  King  refyl- 
ved  to  make  ,  a  tpur  to  .-.  her  father's 
boufe,  and  comingjhere,‘he  was-wel- 
the  lady,  who  fearing  fus 
de^?f;i'<?rdefed  her  doughtcr  not,  to 
eprae.uifphis  prefence.  But  the  King 
findmg  fhe  wes  at hoipe  demanded  to 
^^  .her^  vowing  J^e  would  not  dme 
till  he  ,  had.  So  that  all  her  ..excufes 
of.iHnefs  availed  nothing.  Then  fire 
was  ordered;  to  put  on  hef  bert  appa- 
cojne  tfo^n,  ' tl^t'fhe’  might 
•pay  hqr.  duty  to  the  King,,  w.bichfhe 
dtd  m  the  moil  courtly,  manner ’  Her 


v^.  :  '  I- i  .  X<*Crtr'rt  ;  1?J 

his  eyes^ke  a  hright;^ngej*  *where- 
upon^-hf  t, eagerly  fal ute^  ner  and  dbi- 
nei)being  placed  on  the  table,  becpnv- 

m<W  •  %$<#}  « ^down^nklmg 
her  to  be  placed  dire$jy  ovfcr  again# 
him,  on  whofe  bright  eyes  he  f^long 
gazed  that  hefojgot  foipetimes  .  tneat. 


ilv-’lo  J/ioTiu.j 


CHAPTER  II. 

How  the  King  gained  the  love  of  Fair 
Rofamohd. 

THE  King  being  highly  -  enter¬ 
tained  by  RofanipncTs  lather, 1  he 
bad  feveral  opportunities, of  difcour- 
fing  in  privafe  with  the  charming  vir¬ 
gin  whom  he  had  fo  much  won  upon, 
by  prefents 'of  rich  jewels  and  other 
cpftly  things,  that  he  raised  Ambition 
in  her  tender  breaft,  that  before,  was  a 
ftr^tnger  to  it  ;  and  often  protested, 
that  was  the  Queen  to  d.ie,  he  would 
raife  her  to  the  dignity  of  ,the  crown. 

He  alfo  be  (towed  hif  gold  liberally 
op  the  woman  who  bad  the  care 
her  education,  which  fo,  blinded  h.£r 
and  prevailed  over  her  confcience, 
t  hat  (he  pro  mi  fed  him  to  do  all  that 
was  in  her?  power  to  further  his  w,i(hpd 
for  happinefs  ;  and  fo  taking  leav(e  pf 
his  beloved  Rofam.ond,  with  patty 
loving  kifses,  he  departed.  ,n 

The  King  immediately  returned,  to 
this  palace,  but  never  could  Ip 


i 


for  the  violent  pailioji  which  Hill 
reigned  in  hishreafl;  he  could  not 
Reep  in  the  night  nor  attend  his  coun¬ 
cils  in  the  day. 

At  length  he  refolved  to  write  to 
♦Fair  RoCamond,  let  his  fate  be  what¬ 
ever  it  woyld  ;  and  accordingly  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  her,  in  which  he  told 
ther  it  was  fhe  who  was  his  guardian 
angel  ;  and  that  he  held'  her  more 
.dear  than  his  crown.;  and  a'flilred 
her  that  his  Ray  from  her  fljould  not' 
be  long^promi G ng  to  fet  her  in  a  very- 
glittering  fphere  ;and  concluded  with 
defiring  her.  to  fend  him  a  Hne  of  corn- 
fort  from  her  -  own'  hand. 

.  This,  letter  fomewhat  furprifed  Ro- 
ffambnd,  that  fhe  could  not  tell  how  to 
proceed  However,  lhe  refolved' to 
fbew  it  her  govern elV,  who  no  fooner 
law  it  than  fhe  inwardly  rejoiced  and 
fouling  at  Rofamond,  advifed  her  to 
lend  the  4&ing  a  ‘favourable  anfwer, 
and  not  let  too  much  modesty  hinder 
her  from  being  miRrefs  to  fo  great  a 
King.  This  made  her  blufli,  Rrug- 
gling  hard  with  herfelf  until,  at  laR 
this  crafty  matron  ufedfomany  prefs- 


ing  arguments,  that  me  consented  to- 
return  the  King  an  anfwer,  telling  him 
that  fhe  was  greatly  aftonilhed  at  re¬ 
ceiving  his  Tetter ;  *  but  as  to  being 
placed  in  a  glittering  fphere.  the  never 
withed  for  it ;  only  alluring  him,  that 
in  whatever  was  agreeble  to  the  rules 
of  ftrift  modesty,  the  was  hismajefty's 
molt  humble  fervant.  The  governefs 
having  got  this  letter  from  the  young 
lady,  lent  it  to  the  King,  who,  upon 
receiving  it,  kissed  it  an  hundred 
times,  refoiving  not  to  be  long  without 
the  enjoyment  of  this  fair  creature  : 
which,  however,  he  found  feme  dffi- 
culty  in  effefttrtg,  as  the  next  chapter 
will  make  appear. 


CHAPTER  III.  ;  ' 

The  Kin pr after  much  difficulty,  sets 
Rosamond  to  Court. 


T  happened  that  Lady  Clfford,  go¬ 
ing  into  het;  daughter’s  clofet,  aq 
cidentally  efpied  the  king’s  letter  to 
Rosamond,  at  which  being  greatly  fur- 
prifed,  the  called  her  daughter,  and 
asked  her  the  meaning  of  that  letter. 
Rosamond  W3S  as  much  fi\rprifed  at 
queftion,  and  not  knowing  what 
anfwer  to  make,  made  her  blufhes  pafs 
or  one.  Her  mother  took  the  letter 
in  her  hand  to  Lord  Clifford,  who 
was  much  difunbet  thereat,  and  both 
came  together  to  Rofamond’^chamber 
and  upbraided  her  with  being  a  con¬ 
cubine  to  the  King.  Rofamond  at 
this  kneeling  down,  folemnly  protect¬ 
ed,  that  (lie  was  (till,  a  pure -and  unble- 
miftied  virgip,  and  had'  never  given 
herfelf  up  to  the  King’s  embraces,  or 
that  ofany  other  perfon. 

this  folemn  proteflatidn  fomewhat 
peafed  her  leather's  anger,  who  for 


the  fatisfa$ion  of  his  mind,  defired 
her  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  which  fh«; 
did,  froni  the  fifftft  courtfliip  *of  ihi 
King,  to  the  receiving  of  the  letter. 
Whenthey  had  heard  her  ftory,  they 
poth  advifed  her  again  ft  yielding  to 
the  King’s  .embraces,  and  told  her 
that  for  her  own  fecimty,  the  had 
-better  go  toakinfman  of  his  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  and  refide  there  fome  time. 

To  this  Rosamond  agreeing,  they 
lent  her  and  her  governefs  to  Corn¬ 
wall,  where  they  (nought  the  would  be 
'fafe.  But  alt^here  endeavours  were 
in  vafiri  :  for  the  governefs  being 

•  Q  rr  „  &  -  it v  .L ii  ■  .  ~ 


u.'i u vm  wj  (.mg  ..vii. ^ ,  was  a.i 
this  while  the  gtand  intriguer  in  this 
io've,  affair,  who  fent’fe  King  a  full 
account  of  all  things  that  had  paffed, 
and  how-  farthey  were  lent ‘to  take  the 

.r. 

King  Henry  haying  this  intelli¬ 
gence,  refdlved  to  have.her  out  of 
their  hands,  and,  thereupon  _fent  for 
her  i/ncle,  who  being  comei  ‘lie  told 
hint  j^e  had.'  a  piece  of  feiwice  to  com- 
'  inand  hjm  in,  which  was  to  go  %his 
k  inf  mates'  ,in  Cornwall,  and  p.fe  his 


beft  endeavours  to  bring  Rofamond 
to  the  court,  without  her  parents 
knowledge. 

Her  uncle  was  fomewhat  furprifed 
at  the  King’s  demand  ;  but. the  confi- 
deration  of  lofiug  the  great  offices  he 
held  under  the  King  made  him  un¬ 
dertake  the  ungrateful  fervice  which 
was  impofed  upon  him.  Accordingly, 
coming  to  where  King  Henry  had  di- 
retted  him,  he  made  as  if  he  had  call¬ 
ed  by  chance,  being  come  about  fome 
other  buftnefs.  After  fomedifcourfe, 
he  alked  her  if  Ihe  would  go  up  to 
court  ? — to  which  fhe  feemed  not 
much  unwilling.  Without  any  more 
ado,  he  provided  a  chariot*  for  her 
journey,  and  attended  by  her  govpr- 
nefs,  brought  her  to  court  and  put  her 
in  fome  private  lodging  appointed  for 
her  reception.  ' 

Her  uncle  having  acquainted  the 
King  thaj  fhe  was  cpme,  and  how  he 
had  difpofed  of  her,  he  came  that  night 
to  vifit  her;  and  now  feeing  that 
beauty,  in  its  full  bloom,,  which  before 
was  hut  blooming,  he  was  furprifed 


After  fome  love  difco&rfe  had  pafs- 
<ed  between  them,  the  King  took  his 
leave,  telling  her  he  would  not  dis¬ 
turb  her  1  hat  night,  on  account  of  the 
-fatigue  of  the  journey,  but  that’  he 
would  vifit  her  again  (hortly..  So 
charging  her  uncle  to  have  a  particu¬ 
lar  regard  to  her,  and  fee  that  (he 
wanted  nothing,  he  departed. 

Her  governefs  did  all  the  Could  to 
perfuade  her  to  yield  to  the  King’s 
embraces,  but  Rbfamond  Teemed  -a- 
verfe  to  it,  her  father’s  words  ftill  run¬ 
ning  in  her-mind.  The  King,  having 
vifited  Rofamand  two.qr  threetim.es, 
began  to  grow  impatient,  and  thought 
it  was  high  time  to~  have  fomC  clrtfe 
converfation  with  her’,  and,  if  poffible 
to  make  her  fubmit/tohis  Embraces. 
For  this  end  he  earned  one  evening, 
and  told  her.  He  perceived  -Ihe  had 
not  the  yalue  for- him  he  thought  i^e 
had.  , 

Rofapiond  not  undetRanding  the 
King’s  meaning,  protefted,  t  ‘  That  fo 
great  a  valuefhejtad  for  him,  that 
wasdhe  fp  fee  him  Wounded,  and  her 
heart's  blood,  would  do  him  good,  the 


would  freely  *e%n  it  White?  To 
fhis  the  King,  fetching  a  ligh,  answer¬ 
ed,  ‘  Ah  !  my  Rofamond?  fince  you 
will  force"  me  to  fpeak,  know  it  is 


Vdur  beauty 'that  has  Wounded  me; 
Jove  calls  for  love,  neither  can  my 
wounds  be  cured  without  enjoyment. 

,  Roiamofid  was  extreniely  furprifed 
at  what  .the  King  had  faid4  and  beg¬ 
ged  him  to  ask  her  life,  or  any  thing 
that  was  in  her  power  to  give,  fo  as 'it 
-was  not  her  honour,  the  King  was 
mightily  furprifed  to  hear  fuch  words 
fropi  her,  as  thinking  Vd  have  made 
an  eiafy  conqueft,  and  was  £s  much  in 
love  With  h£ff  virtue  as  he  v was  with 
her  beaotyr  -  •  *.  .lifi'fr.v  it 

The  Kihg.-  having  left  Rofatnohd 
went  tcrher  gOvetrtfefs,  aftd  told  what 
a  repul fe  hehad  met  wtih  frote  Rofa- 
mond  inftead  of  that  enjoyment  hfe  ex- 
petted.  She  as  one  that  Was  harden¬ 
ed  in  wickednefs,  anfwered,  ‘  If’your 
Majefty  will  be  advifed  by  the;  t  tould 
put  you  in  a  way  so  ftioceed,  which  is, 
you  thall  come  ihtb  -my  chamber1  -at 
night,  and  I  will  convey  y  oli  to  Rofa- 
Uiond  when  lhe  •  is  afleep.  A^t  this 


contrivance  the  King  was  much  pTea- 
fed,  and  accordingly,  was  with  her  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  was  conveyed 
into  Rofa^pnd's  chamber. 

She  wa$  asleep  wheo  he  fi^ft  yvent  to 
bed,  but  lay  ibg  clofer  that  her  go- 
vernefs  ufed  to  do,  the  waked  of  her- 
fel  f  and  then  the  King  difeovered  hi  mg- 
self,  *  j  •  i'-yj 

It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  how  gteat 
was  the  furprife  that  Rosamond  was  in 
at  this  discovery,  and  fain  would  (he 
have  got  out  of  bed,  but  the  King, 
would  pot  let  her.  She  made  many  , 
efforts  to  get  away,  but  .hhd.ing  .thfm 
all  in  vain,  fhe  at  laft  yielded  herfplf 
to  the, King's  embraces,  which  plpafed 
him  fo  well,  that  before  morning  hor! 
pleafed  her  too.  ,  r. 

For  a.  time  thefe  lovers  often  met, 
and  enjoyed  their  \yariton  dalliances ; 
but  the  King  had  been  wont  to  th.ew 
the  fame  kindnefs  to  others,  who.  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  neglected  for  this  peer- 
ids  beauty,  foon  fpread  abroad"  t,he 
King’s  familiarity  with  Rofamond,  i. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  king  builds  a  bower  for  Rofamond, 
and foon  after  leaves  her.  : 

THE  envious  Queen  Eleanor 
when  the  perceived  neither 
kind  words  nor  threats  would  wean 
the  King’s  love  from  his  new  mi  ft  refs, 
fet  her  engines  to  work  to  fright  her 
from  his  a^ms,  and  feveral  letters  werfe 
dropped  jn  her  lodgings,  threatfiing 
*  her  deftruction,  which  were  fhewnto 
the  King  ;  whereupon  he  appointed  a* 
llron'g  guard  to  wait  upon  her  at  home ' 
and  abroad.  And  to  remove  her  far¬ 
ther  from  the  Queen’s  light,  he  cau¬ 
sed  a  fine  palace  to  be  built  at  Wood- 
ftock,  in  Oxfordfhire,  which  was  so 
very  ingenioufly  contrived,  that  nonO 
could  enter  into  the  apartment- Where* 
Rofamond  generally  resided,  without 
th  e  help  of  a  ftlver  thread. 

This  more  vexed  the  enraged  Queen 
wherefore  fhe  eonfulted  with  her  fbn& 
then  men  grown,  how  to  be  revenged, 
and  after  many  things"  propofed,Tt. 


was  agreed  that  Prince  Richard  fhoulcl 
go  and  join  the  French,  to  raile  war 
againft  his  father  in  Normandy,  which 
if  effected  Tpeedily,  would  draw  the 
King  to*  the  aid  of  his  fubjects  ;  and 
To  irThis  abfcnce  the  Queen  might  bet- 
er  effect  the  ruin  of  Rofaraond. 

Pirince  Richard  immediately  went 
to  the  talk,  which  when  the  king  heard 
he  railed  an  army,  refolved  to  pafs  the 
feas,  aud  put  an  end  to  thof,e  tumults. 
Rofamond  when  ihe  heard  this  dismal 
news,  threw  herfelf  pn  the  ground, 
tearing  he  hair,  and  lamenting  of  her 
hard  fortune ‘  in  which  condition  the 
Xing  found -her  when  he  came -to  t  hkl 
her  farewell  ,*  and  when  ihe  faw  him 
ihe  fell  on  his  neck,. crying,  f  Ah  {  my 
'deareit  Prince,  is  then  fortune  To.  un¬ 
kind  to  us  that  we  muft  fo  Toon  part:? 
and  as  my  perfaging  Toul  forebodes, 
for  the  laii  tinveTn'-fhis  world.  O  take 
me  with  you,  for  there  is  no  Tafety  for 
me.  in  this  world  but  in  your  .  royal 
camp. 

She  would  have  proceeded,  but  the 
King  {topped  her  mouth  with  many 
tender  kiffes,  and  interruptkig  her. 


laid,  '  My  faireft  Rofe,  you  are  npt] 
fit  to  brook  the  toils  'of  jfe^iadiesl 
cannot  endure  the  fatigues  and  hard- 
Ihips  of  camps — peace  and,  delightful 
pleafures  are  rrioft  agreeable  to  their 
tempers.  He  then  called  to  him,  Sir 
Thomas  her  uncle,  to  whom  he  faid, 
f  I  commit  this  ineftimaBie  jewel  Vo 
your  care,  and  command  you,  on  yopr 
life,  that  nope  be  permitted  to  fee  her 
till  I  return.  And  my  ^ir  ntiftrefs^I 

ihalf  often  write  to  you  arid  expect 

your  anfwers.  But,  Rofamond,  con¬ 
tinued  the  King,  I  think  there  isTome- 
thing  fo  mournful  in  this  our  parting, 
that  I  could  hang  for  ever  oil  thy  neck 
but C1  have  far  to  go,  and  mult  ha  li¬ 
en.,’  e  Andfo  have  I,  faid  Rofamond 
if  death  is  far.'  And  fo  hf  tears  they 


I IW\ 


T^VAltt  but  difconsojate:  Rofamond, 
jP  as  spon  as  t[ic  King  WasVopt  of 
fight,  with  a  dismal  ear-piercri^g  cry 
threw  hhrfetf  clown  upon  acpueh  and 
Jell  into  a  .fwpon  ;  from  which  w^en 
her  atteujant?,  recovered  her}/  flrej  of¬ 
ten  faint^lj  that  hpr  maids  had  much 
,'$0  jg  jkiqep.  life  J>y t  w$en  file 

jrecAwej^  jhp  gaypr  herfelf,  up.  to 
depp  lorfow  and  melancholy,  refilling 
to  tye  jc<$nforted .  for  feveral  weeks, 
her  deep s  f^ill  going  .  from  her,  and 
whence  fiumheyeda  little  fhe  ftarted, 
crying,  ’r  j(j).fave  me,  save  me  here  is 
t^e  !  file’s  got,  me  at  lalt !  and 

with  the  ff  ight  fhe  awaked,  feared  and 
terrified  ^with  her  dreams.  Nor  w^s 
it  py^thout-reafon  that: Rosamond  was 
thus  affli&ed  in  her  mind,  for  all  this 
ywhile  Queen  Eleanor  was  plotting 


•her  definition.  To  effect  which The, 
herfelf  propofed  it  to  fome  favourites 
whom  fhe  raifed  from  a  low  condition 
to  a  high  promotion,  "but  they  flarted 
at  it  as  a  thing  full  oF  dahger,  feeing 
if  it  was  known,  thwjlives  would  fure- 
ly  be  forfeited  anoTofl  at  the  king's 
return,  un lefs  they  fled  the  l$nd  anjl 
left  all  behind  them.  - 

This  fo  enraged  the  jealous  Queeii, 
that  fhe  reviled  them  with  reproaches 
Of  cowardice  and.  ingratitude,'  for  the 
many  favours  fhe  had  heaped  upon 
them,  which,  with  fome  perfuaflons 
and  large  offers,  prevailed  fo  far  with 
Tome  of  her  domefifics,  that  ‘they  re- 
folved  to  ftand  by  her  in  any  danger¬ 
ous  attempt.  r>x  t  * «  > 

It  being  fummer  time,  Aid  t6ok  a 
progrefs,  as  fhe  gave  it  Out;  for  ?hfc?r 
health,  attended  by  the  conijiiipators, 
appointing  a  fet  time  for  "Her  cdmpa- 
nions  to  hide  themfejves  in  a'catfd  tfrdt 
wasnear  the  bower,  and  at  ‘  thi}: ;  found 
of  a  horn  do  as  fhe  requiifedPr  lat  the 
lame  time  giving  one  directions  to 
drefs  like  a  poll-man,  and  carry  a  Tet¬ 
ter  as  if  it  Came  from  the  King,  and 


The  Queen  being  inflexabli?,  told 
her  none  of  her  exciifes  would  prevail  ^  V 
and  prefenting  her  with.  Q  haw}  ofpqi- 

fon  and  a  dagger,  facing,  if  Yon 
h^lot^  now  vptfc  ;$QtoXv  choiqe ;  f  if 
your  curious  and  dJMnfy  palate^annof 
relifhpoifon,  I  h^voght  |3t^  fo»you. 

The  ,  forrowfnl  .  may  rjp^r^iytng  ' 
there  wa?  no  remedy  bufc  fhe  ipuft 
die,  flood  upon  h^r  feet,',andwith  a- 
bundance  of  tears  and ;  pitepns  wring¬ 
ing  of  the  hands,  The  begged,  mercy 
of  God  for  her  y  outhful  £lqs  and  fail¬ 
ings,  defiring  that  aU;:  otjrei  ftalejy. 


tnit  had  iio  fopner  new  of  this  '  tragi¬ 
cal  ehd,  than  his  great  joy  was  ‘turned 
into '  morning,  arid  in  diffra£M.on  he 
rent  his  ropes,  lhut  himfelf  up  in  a 
chamber,  and  would  not  fuf&r  any 
one  to  l’peak  to  him  for  many  days, 
Wheh  the  King  had  , a  littfc  eafed 
his  grief,  he  fummoned  his  judges, 
and  ordered  them  to  make  a  ftri6t  en¬ 
quiry  for  thofe  that  were  guilty  of 
this  moft  henious  offence  :  who,  fear¬ 
ing  his  difpleafure,  were  fo  diligent 
therein,  that  m  oft  of  them  were  appre¬ 
hended,  tried,  and  put  to  the,  moft 
cruel  tortures;  and  they  acqufed  the 
Queen,  and  laid  the  blame  upon  her, 
who  not  being  able  to  bear  herfclf 
out,  for  fo  fierce  was  the  King’s  in¬ 
dignation,  that  neither  her  apologies, 
tears,  nor  the  intercefiion  of  the  no¬ 
bles  in  her  behalf,,  could  aupeafe  his 
^rath  and  anger  ;  but  fbe  being  a  fo¬ 
reign  princess,  her  life  was  fpared, 
yet  the  King  not  only  renounced  her, 
but  confined  her  for  his  life-time  in 
a  clofe  im^prifonment,  commanding if 
file  difed  he,  body  (hotfld  riot  be  bu-v 
tied,  but  left  to  ihoulder  to  duiff 


